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Greetings to you, beloved of 
God, this fall morning. One of the 
privileges of those who have been 
adopted into God’s family through 
faith is joining together with the 
brethren in worship of our awe-
some Creator. As we collectively 
unite before Him, let each of us be 
personally open and receptive to 
His Word and the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.

Deep Love of Jesus
Today we are singing of the 

deep love of Jesus—His vast un-
measured, boundless and free love 
for us. The Scriptures teach that 
we are to have a growing aware-
ness of divine love, and yet, who 
can fully grasp the dimensions of 
God’s great love for us?

Busy & Exciting Days
These are busy and excit-

ing days in the ministry. Our fall 
programs are up and running, and 
God’s Word is being taught and 
proclaimed.

By God’s grace, faithful 
and gifted servants are teaching 
the truth to every age and these 
classes are a time of encourage-
ment and spiritual enrichment.

Your continued 
allegiance to 
the truth is an 
encouragement 
to our leaders 
and a godly example 
for our children.

A Better Day Is Coming
 Life has its ups and downs 

and there are times when life is 
just plain hard. It’s not an easy 
road when your husband gets laid 
off, or your wife’s tests reveal 
cancer. Loved ones die, a friend 
betrays your trust, and can chil-
dren give their parents gray hair?  . 
. . but a better day is coming.

Until then, the Savior will 
carry us through the darkest days. 
When the trials are overwhelming 
and it’s hard to find joy, remember 
our Creator’s promise:

He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things 
have passed away (Revelation 
21:4).

Hold on to the Savior, dear 
one. Your trial won’t last forever 
and a better day is coming.
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Purpose of the Local Church
by Gil Rugh

If a church desires to concen-
trate on its God-given mission—
teaching the Word—its members 
must use their time wisely. Many 
churches have a distorted view of 
the believer’s role in working to 
solve social or cultural issues.

A church’s decision to limit 
its involvement in these things 
comes from the desire to obey 
God. Scripture tells us that the 
Holy Spirit uses the Word of God 
to change lives. When the Word of 
God is taught and applied in a life, 
two things result: salvation and 
spiritual growth.

Salvation
The Bible says, “Faith comes 

by hearing and hearing by the 
Word of God” (Rom. 10:17). When 
people are exposed to the Word 
of God, the Holy Spirit has an op-
portunity to use the Word in their 
hearts to bring about salvation, 
which is sometimes called new 
birth. Exposure to the Word of 
God is necessary for anyone to be 
saved from the punishment for sin.

Spiritual Growth
Peter compared new believers 

to newborn babies who have an 
unquenchable hunger for milk. It 
is the church’s duty to provide the 
spiritual food (the Word of God) 
that will allow Christians to grow 
to maturity in Christ. “like new-

born babies, long for the pure milk 
of the word, so that by it you may 
grow in respect to salvation” (1 
Pet. 2:2).

Local Church
The pattern for spiritual 

shepherds was established in Israel 
in the Old Testament. Jeremiah 
3:15 says, “Then I will give you 
shepherds after my own heart who 
will feed you on knowledge and 
understanding.”

Those shepherds served as 
pastors who fed spiritual food to 
the flock of Israel. In a similar 
manner, the Apostle Paul instruct-
ed the leaders of the local church: 
“Until I come, give attention to the 
public reading of Scripture, to the 
exhortation and the teaching” (1 
Tim. 4:13).

Because people did not have 
personal copies of the Scriptures, 
Timothy was instructed to read, 
exhort and teach God’s Word.

The mission of the church is 
the same today. The local church is 
to focus its ministry on presenting 
the Word. Pastors are to communi-
cate the Word verbally, equipping 
the saints to perform works of 
service, which build up the body 
of Christ (see Eph. 4:11-13). The 
Word is central to the ministry of 
the church, and our resources are 
limited, so we must measure ev-
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erything we do in light of whether 
it carries us to our ultimate goal of 
teaching the Word of God.

The church’s divinely appoint-
ed purpose is to reach the lost with 
the message of salvation and build 
believers to Christian maturity.

Community & Social Issues
In the past we have been ap-

proached about getting involved 
in various community or social 
issues. “If Indian Hills would 
get involved,” organizers say, “it 
would make such a difference!”

Yes, our involvement may 
help their cause, but it would take 
strength and energy away from 
our God-given task—teaching 
the Word!  Churches have been 
uniquely called to present the 
Word of God. 

That is our appointment and 
no other organization has the same 
mandate. We must focus our ener-
gies on the work that will make a 
real difference!

Individual Involvement
Each believer has a conscience 

and the freedom to decide before 
God what he will do with his time 
and energy. It is not unbiblical for 
a person to get involved in organi-
zations outside of the church. How-
ever, each individual has limited 
time and energy that are greatly 
needed in the work of the Great 
Commission (Matt. 28:18-20).

 If a Christian is involved with 
an organization, it should be be-

cause he wants his testimony and 
the impact of his life as a believer 
to be felt there. 

It would be great to have a 
better society with fewer social 
problems. However, we must be 
wise and not diffuse our strength 
by addressing only the symptoms 
and miss fixing the real problem.

The real problem is that people 
are sinners who need the Savior! 

We have been entrusted with 
the “cure” for social ills. We know 
that when a person is transformed 
on the inside, the change is per-
manent. Any other cure is at best 
temporary, superficial and illusion-
ary.

The church as a whole and 
individual believers are specially 
commissioned to share the truth. 
We must invest our lives in that 
which is eternal—sharing and 
teaching God’s Word.

In one hundred years what will 
matter is whether a person heard 
and believed the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

www.ihcc.org
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Six Days and a Flood
A look at atheistic evolution and 
schemes used to discredit the 
biblical account of creation.

Beginning 
Wednesday, Oct. 28 

at 7 p.m.

This four-week-study will show that 
Scripture has the answers.

Class taught by Larry Riekenberg.

Everyone high school age and older is welcome.

September Report
Print Media Distributed: 

153 booklets 

Audio Media Outreach

Sermon Audio: 
1517 downloads & streams 

in 47 states and 45 countries

Church Leadership
The Board of Elders (listed be-

low)  is responsible for leadership 
and oversight of this local church. 
If you’d like to see what they look 
like, their pictures are on page 2 of 
the IHCC picture directory. 

Gil Rugh
Jeff Horn
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Greg Thomas
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Enjoy Breakfast With the Guys
Eggs • Pancakes • Bacon • Sausage • Juice • Coffee

Saturday, October 31
Ray Terry, Speaking on 

“Kill the Drift”

Family Center
8–10 a.m.
Cost: $3

Men’s
Breakfast

Guests Eat
for Free!

All men (high school
age and older) welcome
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Girls of Grace is selling pies and industrial strength cookie pans and 
spatulas to raise money for camp. These pies will be a hit at Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas, dinner parties and for those very special guests. Priced at 
only $14 you will want to stock up for the holidays.

Oven fresh pies are ready to bake and serve.  No mess, no worries. 
All pies are 10” in diameter and serve eight. Featured pies include:

Apple Pie. The all time favorite. This homemade pie features 
fresh apples seasoned with just the right amount of cinnamon. 
Guaranteed to make your holiday guests ask you for the recipe.

Berry Medley Pie. An amazing mixture of berries that melts in 
your mouth with every bite. Don’t forget to add ice cream.

Raspberry Peach Pie. This will quickly become your new 
Thanksgiving favorite. Tender raspberries with scrumptious 
peaches mixed throughout. Mmmm, delicious.

Cherry Pie. Fresh and tart cherries make this pie an amazing 
dessert on Thanksgiving. A dollop of ice cream and you will be the 
“Hostess with the Mostess.”

Peach Pie. Okay all you peach connoisseurs. You asked for 
them, come and get them. You will not find a better peach pie in 
the country.

Strawberry-Rhubarb Pie. Sweet meets tangy in this family 
favorite. A delightful melding of rich strawberries and tart rhu-
barb blended together and placed inside a tender crust for ultimate 
satisfaction.

Girls of Grace

Pies!

9x13 - $10.00
18x13 - $12.00

9x13=$10
18x13=$12 Stop by the table 

in the south lobby and 
place your order. Today 
is the last day to order 
pies and bakeware.

Today Is the Last Day to Order!
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Family News. 
Death. Scott Fortner, (Kris’ hus-
band) died October 13, 2015. 
Death. Marcia McClurg’s father 
died October 15, 2015.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children stud-
ied Luke 15:1–10 and learned about 
the lost coin.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied 1 Samuel 1-7 and learned 
about God giving Israel a Prophet 
and Judge.

Information
Sound Words will be closed in 
the mornings this week, October 
19-23. Open hours for Monday 
through Friday will be from Noon 
until 5 p.m. in addition to Wednes-
day evening from 6:30-8:30, and 
Saturday morning 9 a.m. until 
Noon. Regular hours will resume 
next week.
Parents. We have been practicing 
fire/tornado and lock-down drills 
in the children’s classes. Please 
know that we are thinking about 
safety for all ages and working 
hard to be prepared if an emer-
gency should arise.
One or Two Gardeners are need-
ed to help with the pine trees by 
the white van parking area. This is 
a low maintenance area and if you 
choose to take on this area, you 
could check it every couple weeks 
or once a month. Your responsibil-

ity would be to pull a few weeds 
and pick up the pine cones. This 
area would be perfect for a retired 
couple.
Parking Lot Security. Two men 
are needed to help with security in 
the parking lot. Contact Jon Duval 
or Kevin Wheat if you’d like to 
help.
Titus Tuesday Ladies. Please join 
us at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, October 
20 as Jackie Southwick teaches on 
“Walk in Humility.” Chris Thomas 
will lead the discussion that fol-
lows. Child care provided and we 
will conclude at 11:00 a.m.
Ladies Missionary Prayer group 
will meet on Wednesday, October 
21 at 1:30 p.m. in the Lending 
Library.  All women are invited to 
join us.
Several workers are needed to 
care for children in the beginning 
walker’s room during the second 
hour on Sunday mornings. Please 
contact Jennifer Lenzen at 402-
435-0877 if you are interested in 
serving in this way.

Last Week’s Message
Oct. 11 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 
1816. Paul’s Purpose In Fund-
raising. 2 Corinthians 8:1-6
October 11 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 
1929. Longing For the Word. 1 
Peter 2:1-3
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Door to Door evangelism meets 
Mondays at the church’s north 
entrance at 6:15 p.m.
Men. IHCC is sponsoring a 
Christian Businessman’s Lunch, 
“Minding HIS Business” on Friday 
November 13 from noon to 1 
p.m. at Valentino’s (70th & Van 
Dorn). This is an outreach event 
and IHCC men are encouraged to 
bring a guest for lunch and to hear 
the Gospel. The buffet is $8, but 
guests eat for free. The speaker 
is Dr. Curt Kuster. His topic is 
“God’s Diagnosis; Prognosis; and 
Treatment Plan for Mankind.” 
Please RSVP 402-483-4541 or 
adam.flaugh@ihcc.org
Choir. Men and women are 
needed in our choir. If you’d like to 
sing, come to the auditorium at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday.
Creative Sewers will meet Tues-
day, October 20, at 11:30 for lunch 
and sewing.
Workers are needed to help with 
child care for the October 27 La-
dies Brunch. Call Heather Terry at 
402-540-1495 for details.
Sound Words is open on Saturday 
mornings from 9 a.m. until Noon 
and Wednesday evenings from 
6:30-8:30. The bookstore is also 
open weekdays from 8 a.m. until 5 
p.m. and Sundays before and after 
morning and evening services.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hos-
pitalizations and births.

Girls’ Choir (fourth–twelfth 
grade) meets every Wednesday 
from 5-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Cleaners are needed to vacuum 
and wipe down surfaces of a sec-
tion of the church once every five 
weeks. If you’d like to serve the 
Lord in this capacity, please call 
Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490. 
Issues In Our Contemporary 
World will meet Wednesday in 
room 1414 from 7–8 p.m.
Putting Jesus in His Place contin-
ues Wednesday at 7 p.m. with Tom 
Price teaching.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Coats, jean jackets, hats, gloves 
and more are waiting to be picked 
up by their owners. Stop by the 
south lobby and check the coat 
racks on the far end for your per-
sonal belongings.
Sonshine Kids (4s & Ks) meet 
every Sunday evening at 6:30 in 
the Sonshine Kids’ room.
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Matt Sherman 
at 402-465-8030.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith 6 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

Monday
Door to Door Evangelism 6:15 p.m.

Sisters

Tuesday
Creative Sewers 11:30 a.m.

Titus Tuesday 9:30 a.m.
Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Wednesday
Missionary Prayer 1:30 p.m.

Girls’ Choir 5–6:15 p.m.
Orchestra 6–7:30 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Junior High 6:45 p.m.

Choir 7–8:30 p.m.
Issues Contemporary World 7 p.m.
Putting Jesus in His Place 7 p.m.

Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m. 

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7-8 p.m.

Friday-Saturday
Girls of Grace Overnighter

Saturday
Junior High Fall Clean-up 9:30 a.m.

Future Events
October 27

Ladies Brunch 9:15 a.m.

October 28
Six Days & a Flood 7 p.m.

October 31
Men’s Breakfast

November 1
Daylight Saving Time Ends

November 3–6
Branson Trip 

November 7
Dodgeball Tourney

November 13
Men’s Outreach Lunch Noon–1 p.m.

November 15
Baptism

November 18
Pie Pick Up 6–8 p.m.

November 26
Thanksgiving: Church Closed

December 13
Adult Christmas Concert

December 24
Christmas Eve Service 

Communion

December 25
Christmas Day 
Church Closed

January 1
New Year’s Day
Church Closed

February 26–27
Ladies’ Retreat
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